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UM HIRES NEW MANSFIELD LIBRARY DEAN 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana administrators have selected a new dean to lead the Maureen and 
Mike Mansfield Library into the next millennium.
Frank D ’Andraia, director of libraries at the University of North Dakota in Grand 
Forks, will replace Dean Karen Hatcher, who is retiring Dec. 31 after 31 years of service to 
the UM library. D ’Andraia will assume his new duties Jan. 16.
“I ’m delighted to have the opportunity to work at UM ,” D ’Andraia said. “There is a 
lot of opportunity there, and it definitely fulfills my career goals. I like institutions that are the 
size of UM. I find they are much more manageable and personable.”
He will direct 67 faculty and staff members and 80 to 100 student workers. The 26- 
year-old Mansfield Library contains close to a million books and thousands of periodicals, 
maps, media and other materials.
UM President George Dennison said the appointment of D ’Andraia is a successful 
outcome to the dean search process.
“Dean Karen Hatcher and the staff have positioned the Mansfield Library for a new
-more-
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role within the restructured University,” Dennison said. “Frank’s experience in the 
development of the library consortia, combined with his technical expertise, will help 
immensely.”
D ’Andraia has managed UND’s Chester Fritz Library and three branch libraries since 
1990. Before that he directed the Technical Services Division of University Libraries at the 
University of California, Riverside, from 1985 to 1990. From 1975 to 1985 he worked at 
Dupre Library at the University of Southwestern Louisiana, attaining the rank of associate 
professor of library science. All told he has 27 years of library work experience. D ’Andraia 
also served in the U.S. Army from 1969 to 1971.
He has worked on a variety of national library committees and has published numerous 
articles in top library journals.
Hatcher joined the Mansfield Library as a cataloguer in 1968. Over the years she 
worked her way up through the ranks of the library faculty, until she was named acting dean in 
1990. She was hired to the dean post officially the following year.
She plans to continue working part-time at UM, but much of her time will be taken up 
with gardening, travel and spending time with her granddaughter in North Carolina.
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